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two at Hillah, and one at Diwaniyah. When the
Turks retired from this line, 35 men were left at
Diwaniyah to guard an ammunition dump which
was to be brought up by water later. They had a
Turkish bimbashi and two Arab officers, all of
whom they killed. They also wounded two Turk-
ish officers, one of whom ran away through Hillah
and rejoined the Turkish forces, while the other, a
native of Hillah, fled to his brother at Rumehi.
The thirty-five Russians in Diwaniyah are afraid of
the Turks because they killed their officers, afraid
of the tribes, and afraid of us because they were told
that we should treat them as traitors if we caught
them. Another company was left in charge of an
ammunition dump at Kowerish, where the head-
quarters of the Babylon excavations were. They
are said to have scattered among the tribes and to
be still wandering in Arab clothes, herding sheep,
etc. There is said to be a larger dump at Kowerish
from which the tribes took only rifles and small-arm
ammunition. There is also a storehouse belonging
to the German excavators which is being looted by
the local sheikh. I propose to go there on the
igth and put in an official watchman. I have only
added this now to correct previous incorrect in-
formation about the Diwaniyah force.
April igth, Hillah.—We left Kifil on the i6th for
Hillah. We were met about half-way by Sheikh
Ibrahim of the Khafaja and 60 horsemen, who
greeted us with the usual display of horsemanship.
At his invitation we rode to his madhif on the
Machariyah creek and dined, while our baggage
went on direct. When the Turks evacuated Hillah,
the tribes, who had been watching for their de-
parture, poured in. They sacked all Government
buildings, wantonly destroying what they could not
remove. They did not do much damage in the
town except in the Hitawin quarter, where a colony

